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UPCOMING EVENTS
Birmingham National
College Fair at the BJCC
September 16
Click for more information

HBCU College Fair & Expo
Ramsey IB High School
September 19
Youth College &
Career Summit
Lawson State
Community College
September 22
National GEAR UP Week
September 23-29
High School to
College Prep Course
September 29
Click for more information

Although some things have changed at GEAR UP Birmingham
(GUB), the heart and soul of GUB remains the same. The GUB
staff has been preparing for this new school year since their
summer attendance at the 2018 NCCEP GEAR UP National
Conference. Some of the ideas obtained during the conference,
combined with current data, will be used to continue to
cultivate opportunities for the 2020 and 2021 GUB Cohorts in
order to meet GEAR UP’s goals to:
1) Increase BCS students' academic performance and
preparation for postsecondary education;
2) Increase BCS students' rate of high school graduation and
GUB Staff at the 2018 NCCEP/
enrollment in postsecondary education;
GEAR UP Annual Conference 3) Increase BCS students' and their families' knowledge of
Calling All Superheroes
(L to R: Mrs. Mildred Funderburg, Ms.
postsecondary education options, preparation, and financing; Waynetta
Turner, Mrs.Tan Goldsmith, Mr.
Alberto Reid, and Dr. Marsha Savage)
4) Increase the percentage of BCS students who enroll in and
succeed in postsecondary education; and
5) Provide professional development to BCS teachers and staff to improve teaching
and learning in BCS.
Parents, please look out for opportunities to engage
in a variety of workshops this year aimed to assist
our future college students with their journey —
Navigating the FAFSA, Preparing Essays and More to
Obtain Scholarship Dollars, Junior Year is Here, Now
What? and so many more.
In addition to workshop opportunities for parents,
students will also have several opportunities to engage with GUB partners at an even deeper level.
Mentoring, ACT Prep, tutoring and individualized college counseling are just a few provisions that
will be offered during school to support students towards their futures.

GEAR UP PARENT
AND STUDENT
AMBASSADORS
GEAR UP Birmingham is
interested in expanding our
current team of GEAR UP
Parent and Student
Ambassadors.
If you are interested in
joining or learning more
about the ambassador
program, please visit the
GUB Ambassador's page.
GEAR UP Birmingham LEAD
Student Ambassadors:
• Kobie Jennings Ramsay
• Kenedy Johnson Jackson-Olin
• Shelbe Arrington Ramsay
• Kamil Goodman A.H. Parker
• Sydney Bolton Huffman

DID YOU KNOW?

GEAR UP
Birmingham Challenge
Since the KiKi Challenge,
everyone is professing
their love. So, do you love
GUB? Let us know about it.
All of our GEAR UP
students have a story to
tell. Are you a student or
do you know a student
who has benefited from
GEAR UP Birmingham’s
supports and would be
interested in sharing a
story with GEAR UP
Birmingham? We want to
hear it, and share it.
Please send your love story
to GEAR UP Birmingham
by emailing
MSavage2@bhm.k12.al.us.
We will be featuring these
story briefs during
National GEAR UP Week,
September 23 – 29, 2018.

Let us plan to be GREAT this year! Make sure you are connected to GEAR UP Birmingham. Please
visit our website and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. You may also connect with
your GUB Site Facilitator and receive text messages through Remind. Find your school's code
under the school's section of the GUB website.

COLLEGE BOUND; IT’S GOING DOWN!
As you begin this new school year, keep in mind the continued need to measure readiness for
college. One vehicle used to generate useful data around college readiness is college entrance
exams — the ACT and the SAT. College admissions officers normally review standardized test
scores, high school GPA, high school classes, letters of recommendation from teachers or mentors,
extracurricular activities, admissions interviews and personal essays. The importance of having
high ACT and SAT scores for the college application process varies from school to school.
However, the higher you score on the ACT and/or SAT, the more options you will have available to
you for both college admittance and affording college. We encourage all students to prepare early
and sign up for college entrance exams as soon as possible. See upcoming test dates here.
5 Key Differences Between the ACT and SAT
The ACT and SAT are often compared against one another and students tend to wonder which test
is a better option. Both tests seem to cover the same material. Although both are accepted at all
accredited colleges and universities, the truth is when you take a closer look the ACT and SAT, the
two are very different exams. From format to subject matter, students must determine which test
is a better fit for their individual strengths and needs.
Math Section
• One of the key differences of the math sections on each test is that the SAT has
calculator-permitted and calculator-forbidden sections, while the ACT allows calculators on all
math questions.
• The SAT covers data analysis and pre-calculus, while the ACT does not. Additionally, the ACT
does not supply any formulas, while the SAT does supply geometry formulas.
Writing Section
• Both the ACT and SAT offer an optional essay portion. However, there are big differences in the
prompts. The SAT prompt will test your understanding of a source text, while the ACT prompt
will test how well you can choose an argument and defend it.
Science Section
• Science is NOT an option on the SAT, but the ACT science section is mainly comprised of graph
interpretation and data analysis questions.
• For students who are weaker in math, the ACT offers the advantage of the math section only
being worth 25% of the total score due to the presence of the science section. On the other
hand, the SAT math score comprises 50% of the overall score. However, the inverse is also true,
if a student excels in math, they will probably be better off taking the SAT.
Knowledge or Critical Thinking?
• ACT and SAT philosophies are different. The ACT will ask you more straightforward questions
which will test your knowledge, while the SAT will ask more creative questions which will test
your critical-thinking skills. For example, on the ACT math section, you may notice equations
versus word problems because the ACT has more questions that appear as numbers or graph.
However, the SAT will use more words and scenarios in its line of questioning.
Vocabulary
• SAT’s focus on vocabulary is quite evident in English section passages which are known to
have high-level vocabulary. If you choose to take the SAT, you should dedicate some time to
vocabulary study.

OUR STUDENTS HAVE AGENTS
Timaya Jones of Huffman High School was featured in the May report from Student Success
Agency (SSA). Timaya and her agent’s recent focuses included her receiving a job at Fox 6 News,
and preparing her to attend the UAB Regions Financial Institute of Education E-stem camp this
past July. Timaya and her agent’s end goal is to have Timaya go to college on a scholarship. In the
meantime, her SSA Agent Allison is helping her prepare with enrolling in pre-AP classes, participating in industry shadowing opportunities and narrowing down her career path.
Joei Bates of Wenonah High School was featured in the July report from SSA. Joei and her agent
have been working to connect her with a military recruiter in the Birmingham area. Joei’s goal is to
eventually join the Air Force, and she has said that her agent has been very supportive in helping
her reach her goals. In the report, Joei mentions how her agent has even shared reading material
with her including an article about 23
habits of highly successful people. As
a result of this mentorship, Joei has
even started implementing some of
those habits.
SSA is the first agency to represent
high school students and teenagers.
Using available software, students
who have signed up for SSA,
figuratively speaking, have an agent
in their pocket. SSA utilizes text
messaging, email and phone calls to
engage with the participants. Students are able to communicate with their agent and ask
questions regarding college applications, financial aid, internships and scholarships. The Fall
mentoring kick-off with SSA is coming soon. Check with your school’s GUB site team leader for
more information.

NATIONAL GEAR UP WEEK SEPTEMBER 23 - 29, 2018

GEARUPBHAM.COM

@GEARUPBHAM

#GEARUPBHAM
#GEARUPBIRMINGHAM
#GEARUPWORKS
#GEARUP4COLLEGE

National GEAR UP Week is an opportunity for you to raise awareness in your community about the
positive impact GEAR UP is having locally. It’s a time to engage all stakeholders – local, state and
federal elected officials, funders, partners, as well as local, state and regional media – to share our
program’s accomplishments and to get them more involved in the services offered to GUB students
and families. Let’s commemorate the hard work and the progress our students are making towards
achieving their life-long dream of going to college! #GEARUPWORKS

PARTNERS

