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BIRMINGHAM BULLETIN
A NOTE FROM DR. SIMMONS

UPCOMING EVENTS
UAB RIFE
Business Academy
Registration Deadline:
May 4
UAB RIFE E-Stem Program
Registration Deadline:
May 4
Joseph’s House Crossover A Day of Empowerment
for Males!
May 5
Lawson State Community
College Summer STEM
Program for Minority Girls
Registration Deadline:
May 15
BCS District-Wide
Summer Learning
Opportunities Expo
Location: A.H. Parker
High School
May 17
GUB 2018 Summer
Camp Orientation
Location: A.H. Parker
High School
May 17
Joseph’s House Elevation,
Learning to SOAR - A Day
of Empowerment for Girls!
May 19
Girls Inc.
S.M.A.R.T. Academy
Registration Deadline:
May 19
Last Day of School for
Students
May 23
Samford University SRLAP
Registration Deadline:
May 25
Samford University
Minority Youth
Science Academy
Registration Deadline:
May 28
ASU Stem Camp for
11th Graders
Registration Deadline:
May 31

Can you believe it’s already the last month of school? With the
help of our GEAR UP Birmingham parents, students, educators and
partners, the 2017-2018 school year has been a huge success!
Through partnerships with many great Birmingham organizations,
we’ve reached more milestones in our mission to provide students
with opportunities to learn the necessary skills needed to attend and
to graduate from college, and to promote a college-going culture for
students, parents and educators alike. GEAR UP Birmingham’s
2017-2018 goal was to promote and exemplify collaborative
practices that produced extraordinary results, and we’re proud to
Dr. Kisha T. Simmons, NBCT
reflect back over the year to see the fruits of our labor. If I had to
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sum up this year in a nutshell, GUB’s fall retreat theme would provide
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the perfect summary—“Better Together,” because we truly are
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“Better Together.”
Before we leave for summer break, let’s take a moment to reflect on all the exciting activities
students participated in this past school year.
Highlights of this year include:
• Our GUB cohort students participated in National GEAR UP
Week festivities.
• Our freshmen cohort students were surprised with school supply
kits as a welcome to high school gesture.
• 10th grade cohort students participated in GEAR UP Magic City
College Experience competition at Lawson State Community College.
• Cohort students received digital agents courtesy of Student
Success Agency.
• GUB Student Ambassadors volunteered at Grace House Ministries’ annual
Holiday Gift Wrapping Fundraiser to support girls in foster care.
• Student entrepreneurs showcased and sold their products at UAB’s Financial Education
Conference Expo.
• Cohort parents, guardians and family members came out to Ramsay High School, P.D.
Jackson-Olin High School and Huffman High School to learn about financial planning, the
college tuition waiver process, college planning and the 2018 summer camp offerings.
Many cohort students participated in college awareness services, financial literacy and
planning activities, career exploration and planning
opportunities, math and literacy tutoring and
engaged in comprehensive mentoring sessions in
both a face-to-face and digital format. Even though
the school year is coming to an end, our students
are still actively learning and engaging in
collegiate-like activities up until the last days of
school. In addition to our school year programming,
we are partnering with colleges, universities, and
local organizations to offer our cohort of students enrichment and acceleration opportunities
throughout the summer. If you have not already signed up for one of these awesome summer
enrichment opportunities, head on over to our website at www.gearupbham.com to find a camp
that is still open, and register now! For all the latest GEAR UP Birmingham happenings, visit our
website and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram! You can also search the hashtag
#GUBSummer and #GEARUPBham to check out all the awesome things that our cohort students
have been doing. Wishing each and every one of you a happy and safe summer 2018!

GEAR UP PARENT
AND STUDENT
AMBASSADORS
Parent engagement is a key
component to ensuring
college readiness for our
students. To help determine
the specific needs and
desires of our community,
GEAR UP Birmingham
developed a student and
parent ambassador program.
These ambassadors not
only help to facilitate and
strengthen the relationship
between the GUB staff and
families, but also aid in
volunteering at events
and activities throughout
the year.
GEAR UP Birmingham
2017-2018 Student
Ambassadors:
• Kobie Jennings Ramsay 10th grader
• Kenedy Johnson Jackson-Olin 9th grader
• Shelbe Arrington Ramsay 9th grader
• Kamil Goodman A.H. Parker 10th grader
• Sydney Bolton Huffman 10th grader
If you are interested in
joining or learning more
about the ambassador
program, please visit the
GUB Ambassador's page.

2018 SUMMER ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
High school graduation is right around the corner and for many of you this time will sneak up on
you before you can even blink your eyes. That is why it is important to stay connected! Whether
students spend their summer at one of the many camps offered through GEAR UP Birmingham at
no cost to them or at another camp across the nation, it is important to make sure you are
connected to college and/or career opportunities this summer! If you haven’t done so already,
visit gearupbham.com to register for a camp today.
Also, if you have registered for a summer camp, make sure you check your email, answer unknown
phone calls or at least check your voicemail to be notified if your child was chosen as a GUB
summer camp participant in the camps in which they registered. Summer camp partners will be
reaching out via telephone and email to inform you of your child’s acceptance to camp. GUB will
be hosting our 2018 Summer Camp Orientation sessions for all chosen camp participants on
Thursday, May 17 in the auditorium of A.H. Parker High School from 6:00-7:30 p.m. This is a time
for parent/guardians to come out and learn about what your child can expect, items they need to
bring and the “dos and don’ts” of camp.
In addition to GUB sponsored summer camps, there are also many other summer enrichment
opportunities available to Birmingham City Schools’ (BCS) students this summer. On May 17, BCS
will also host its District-Wide Summer Learning Opportunities Expo at A.H. Parker High School
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Students and parents will have an opportunity to review all summer learning
opportunities, ask questions, interact with program staff and register their child on the spot
(when applicable).
Other summer 2018 camps opportunities not sponsored by GUB:
• Birmingham Parent 2018 Summer Camp Directory - If you’re looking for other summer
learning opportunities not sponsored by GUB, check out Birmingham Parent 2018
Summer Camp Directory.

DID YOU KNOW?
According to the National
Summer Learning Association
(NSLA), every summer
underrepresented youth
of low socioeconomic
backgrounds lose two to three
months in reading, while their
advantageous peers make
slight gains. In most cases,
youth typically lose two
months’ worth of math skills
during the summer months.
This phenomenon is why GUB
and many other organizations
offer summer learning
opportunities to allow youth
to accelerate in or enrich key
academic areas. In the words
of NSLA, we want our GUB
cohort students to have
“Smarter summers.
Brighter Futures.”

• Teen Take Over Rock–N-Drama - A one-day theatre and creative dramatics workshop.
Cost: Free
Deadline to apply: 24 hours in advance
Dates: Thursday, June 7 from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• UAB Camp Cardiac - A one-week summer day camp for students aged 15-18 that focuses
on care and maintenance of the heart. It also provides an excellent starting point for
careers in all fields of medicine.
Cost: $500.00 (scholarships available)
Deadline to apply: Monday, May 7, 2018
Dates: Monday, June 4 through Friday, June 8, 2018 from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
• 2018 Summer STEM Program for Minority Girls at Lawson State Community College - A
six-week opportunity for girls to learn about careers in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) from women with STEM backgrounds.
Cost: Free
Deadline to apply: May 15, 2018
Dates: Thursday, June 7, 2018 through Thursday, July 12, 2018 (Thursdays only) from
10:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Don’t forget the Birmingham Public Library (BPL) is also open this summer. BPL has 19 locations
throughout Birmingham, and they offer an array of events and experiences to Birmingham
residents. To stay up to date with BPL summer activities, visit www.bplonline.org/calendar.
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